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Harry Emerson, Judy Hall, 
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Snasdell, Elizabeth Sutherland, 
Melissa Symes, Jeremy Warren 
 
 

Sidespeople 
Linda Baldwin, David Baldwin, 
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01603 767380 • www.julianofnorwich.org 
 

Curate (Wed – Sat) The Revd Edwin Wilton-Morgan 
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You have come to Mount Zion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fr Taylor, preaching at High 
Mass for the Feast of St Michael and 
All Angels on 29 September, noted 
that the Church gives us this 
celebration of the holy angels at the 
turning point of the year, as the days 
shorten and the air sharpens and 
chills.  October can still bring bright 
blue weather, and we hope for 
warmth and sun with ‘St Luke’s little 
summer’ around his feast on 18 
October, but there is a transience to 
all this which is emphasised for me as 
I sweep the dead leaves out of the 
porch at St Julian’s where the wind on 
the alley has swirled them. 

 

When we say the Creed at 
Mass we profess our faith in the ‘God 
the Father almighty, Maker of heaven 
and earth, and of all things, seen and 
unseen.’  As the natural darkness 
grows, the Church calls us to open our eyes and recognise that what we see 
around us is just the hem of an invisible robe, and urges us, as the man of God 
Elisha said to his servant when the Israelites were besieged by the people of 
Aram, ‘Do not be afraid, for there are more with us than there are with them.’  
Then, the story goes, on ‘Elisha prayed: “O Lord, please open his eyes that he 
may see.”  So the Lord opened the eyes of the servant, and he saw; the 
mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha’ (II Kings 
6.15-17).  Throughout October, with eyes open, we contemplate the angels, 
‘spirits in the divine service, sent to serve for the sake of those who are to 
inherit salvation’ (Hebrews 1.14). 

 

This focus leads us neatly to All Saintstide when we celebrate that 
‘great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all tribes 

The Parish Priest with our guest 
preacher, Fr Taylor Wilton-Morgan, 

after High Mass for Michaelmas, 
Wednesday 29 September 
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and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, 
robed in white, with palm branches in their hands’ (Revelation 7.9), who have 
‘conquered by the blood of the Lamb and the word of their testimony’ 
(Revelation 12.11).  We rejoice in their witness, we give thanks for their 
example, we are supported by their prayers.  We keep the solemnity of the 
Feast of All Saints on Sunday 31 October. 

 
The Sunday before that, 24 October, is another great celebration, this 

time for the local church – the Feast of the Dedication of the Church.  
Although we are ‘citizens with the saints and members of the household of 
God’ (Ephesians 2.19) and ‘here we have no lasting city, but we are looking 
for the city that is to come’ (Hebrews 13.14), by God’s grace we are given 
consecrated places, hallowed and set apart for his worship, ‘thin places’ 
where the boundaries and borders between the ‘seen and unseen’ become 
more permeable. 

 
The two churches of our parish, St John’s and St Julian’s, are just such 

places – the Father’s house where we are all at home as his People, where we 
encounter him in his living Word and in sacramental signs.  I hope you will 
be with us on 24 October as we give thanks for our two churches and their 
vital role in the life and witness of our Church Family, we ‘living stones’ who 
are being built together into a spiritual house. 

 
To draw out more clearly our own identity as the People of God, I am 

making two small changes to the Sunday High Mass from the first Sunday of 
October – both of them experiments which will be reviewed in Advent. 

 
The first change is that the Gospel, which has hitherto been read at 

the lectern, will be read in the centre of the nave, in the midst of the People 
of God.  Led by incense and lights, the Book of the Gospels will be brought 
into the assembly as we sing ‘Alleluia’, and we all turn together to face the 
place where the Gospel is read, physically expressing the way in which our 
hearts and minds should always be turned towards the Lord, attentive to his 
word.  We are used to giving the reading of the Gospel marks of special 
honour, which is why we stand for it; now, through the Gospel Procession 
and the proclaiming of the Sunday Gospel in our midst, we will be reminded 
more forcibly that we worship a Living Christ whom we encounter in the 
Liturgy speaking directly to us, active among his people whom he is constantly 
forming into his own Body. 
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The second change is that 
the gifts of bread and wine which 
are set on the altar for 
consecration and then given to us 
in Holy Communion as the Body 
and Blood of the Lord will be 
brought forward from the 
congregation as the offertory 
hymn begins.  At this hinge of the 
Eucharist, after we have shared the 
Peace, the gifts of bread and wine 
will be presented by two lay 
people (different each week), 
accepted at the chancel step by 
the deacon and subdeacon, and 
then carried to the altar.  It was 
once the case that the faithful 
brought from their own 
possessions the bread and wine 
intended for the liturgy; although 
that is no longer directly the case 
(though of course the bread and 
wine are still provided from your 
financial gifts), nevertheless the 
act of carrying up the offerings of 
bread and wine, along with the 
gifts of money for the service of the 

Church or of the poor, has obvious and powerful spiritual resonances.  In this 
act, we bring to God his own gifts to us in creation, joining in this physical act 
of offering our own daily work, our gifts and skills: we bring it all to him, 
focussed in the gift of bread and wine, to be taken up on his altar and united 
with the sacrifice of Christ. 

 
I hope that both these changes will help to highlight fresh dimensions 

of our worship and faith.  They both concern our identity as God’s People, 
adopted brothers and sisters of Jesus Christ, the Lord who comes to us in Word 
and Sacrament.  We express our commitment to this family of which we are 
part not least through our Christian Stewardship – that is, our giving of our 
financial resources, our time, our talents and our energy for the wellbeing of 
Christ’s Body. 

The deacon carries the Book of the 
Gospels from the altar to proclaim the 

Sunday Gospel at High Mass 
on Sunday 26 September 
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We give thanks at the beginning of October for the commitment of so 
many to the life which we share here – and we review that commitment, and 
ask for others to join us in that venture of faith.  Regular planned giving is the 
bedrock which gives us the confidence to go forward, and I ask once again 
this October that you will join me in making a regular monthly gift to your 
Church Family, ideally by standing order if you can, and with the addition of 
Gift Aid (which enables us to reclaim the tax paid) where possible.  We have 
come a long way on our journey to financial health, but we are not there yet, 
and it’s good for us to consider these things prayerfully and carefully as we 
offer ourselves, with the angels, in the service of the Lord who warned us that 
‘where our treasure is, there will our heart be also.’ 

 
God bless you for all you do and are.  Christ protect us by the ministry 

of his angels; the Spirit make us faithful in God’s service. 
 

Your friend and parish priest, 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

From the Parish Registers 
 

Communicants and collections 
 Sunday Weekday Collection 
    (envelopes and cash) 

Week beginning 5 September 61 51  £259.00 
 12 September 58 28  £290.00 
 19 September 46 58  £125.00 
 26 September 62 86  £121.15 
 
The collection figure above does not include the amount given by standing order, 
which averages £3,000 a month. 
 
Burial of Cremated Remains 

 

‘He will transform our lowly body’ 
 

24 September  Vera Ivy BOWTHORPE 
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What’s on in October… 
 

Sunday 10 October • Prisons Week begins 
Preacher at 11am High Mass: The Venerable James Ridge, Chaplain-General 
of HM Prison Service and Archdeacon of Prisons. 
 

Saturday 16 October 
10.30am  ‘A flower of light in a field of darkness’: 
  a talk by Jeremy Warren on Prison Chaplaincy (St John’s) 
 

Monday 18 October • Feast of St Luke the Evangelist 
10am  Low Mass (St Julian’s) followed by the Rosary 
 

Sunday 24 October • Feast of the Dedication of the Church 
9am  Low Mass (St Julian’s) 
11am  Procession and High Mass (St John’s)  followed by drinks 
  Preacher:  The Very Revd Jane Hedges, Dean of Norwich 
6pm  Choral Evensong and Benediction (St John’s) 
 

Wednesday 27 October 
7.30pm  Parochial Church Council meeting (St John’s) 
  following 7pm Low Mass 
 

Thursday 28 October • Feast of SS Simon and Jude, Apostles 
12 noon  Low Mass (St John’s) 
 

Sunday 31 October • All Saints’ Sunday 
9am  Low Mass (St Julian’s) followed by breakfast at the Rectory 
11am  Procession and High Mass (St John’s) followed by drinks 
6pm  Evening Prayer and Benediction (St John’s) 
 

…and later 

 

Tuesday 2 November • All Souls’ Day 
10am  Low Mass of Requiem (St Julian’s) 
12 noon  Low Mass of Requiem (St John’s) 
7.30pm  High Mass of Requiem (St John’s) 
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Sunday 14 November • Remembrance Sunday 
10.55am  High Mass of Requiem for the War Dead (St Julian’s) 
 

Sunday 21 November • Feast of Christ the King 
11am  High Mass, Procession of the Host and Benediction (St John’s) 
  followed by drinks and buffet 
 

Saturday 27 November 
9am – 12 noon ‘New Year’s Eve’ grand clean of St John’s 
 

Sundays 28 November and 5 December • Advent I and II 
Advent produce stalls following High Mass 
 

Wednesday 1 December 
World AIDS Day 
 

Wednesday 15 December 
Church Family pre-Christmas lunch 
 

Monday 20 December 
7.30pm  LGBT+ Carol Service 
 

Tuesday 21 December 
7.30pm  ‘A Baroque Christmas’ with Eboracum Baroque 
  (Tickets £15.50; under-16s £5.50) 
 

 

Simon Owers RIP 
 

e pray for Simon Owers, who died 
peacefully on the afternoon of Saturday 18 
September, following a complicated battle 

with cancer courageously borne.  Simon served as 
Churchwarden of our Parish from 2017 to 2020.  Full 
of faith, he had been clear that his own prayer was not 
for a cure but for the strength and patience to endure 
his lot with grace.  We pray too for Frank and for 
Simon’s parents, family and wider circle of friends in 
their bereavement.  Rest eternal grant unto him, O 
Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon him. 

W 
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September round-up 
 

On the Feast of the Nativity 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Wednesday 8 September, 
fourteen members of the 
Church Family enjoyed a 
delicious three-course 
lunch at Middletons on 
Timberhill following the 
noon Mass in St John’s.  It 
was a welcome chance to 
enjoy each other’s company 
after so many months of 
isolation and restriction, 

and a good opportunity for the Parish Church to visibly support one of our 
many local businesses during this period of recovery. 
 

 

On Sunday 12 September we 
welcomed Fr Kevin Smith, Priest 
Administrator of the Shrine of Our Lady 
of Walsingham, as our guest preacher 
at the High Mass.  Looking ahead to 
Tuesday’s feast of the Exaltation of the 
Holy Cross, he told the story of St 
Helena searching for the True Cross in 
Jerusalem, and contrasted her eager 
hunt with our willingness to hide from 
or avoid the Cross.  He encouraged us 
to recognise in the Cross the source of 
life and peace, and to express our faith 
in Christ Crucified through practical 
deeds of loving compassion rooted in 
true Christian faith, hope and love.  
Writing to Fr Richard afterwards, Fr 
Kevin thanked us for our warm 
welcome and expressed his pleasure at 
finding the parish ‘in such good heart’. 
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Many thanks to the ten volunteers who acted as 
‘welcomers’ in St John’s for the Norfolk Churches 
Trust sponsored cycle and walk on Saturday 11 
September.  In addition to regular Saturday visitors, 
we welcomed forty ‘Riders and Striders’ at St John’s 
and thirty at St Julian’s.  Warmest thanks, too, to 
Shirley Buxton (who walked) and Lucy McKitterick 
(who cycled): between them, they raised over £550 
in sponsorship money, which will be divided 
between the Norfolk Churches Trust and our own 
parish. 

 

 

For the Heritage Open 
Days during September, 
there was a temporary 
labyrinth in the garden 
at St Julian’s, organised 
by Churchwarden 
Gudrun Warren who has 
spent years exploring the 
theology and spirituality 
of the labyrinth.  Many 
visitors came to the 
church to walk the 
labyrinth and reflect on 
the words of the Lady 
Julian which accompanied it, as well as taking the opportunity to explore this 
small but beautiful church, famous around the world. 
 

 

During September, Fr 
Richard and Fr Edwin 
were glad to join a 
policing walkabout in 
and around King Street, 
sharing with local 
residents, City and 
County Councillors and 
police officers in talking 

about community safety, antisocial behaviour and other issues in our parish. 
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We celebrated Harvest 
Thanksgiving on Sunday 
19 September.  Warmest 
thanks for your generous 
gifts, which have been 
taken to the Norwich 
Foodbank and St Martins 
Housing.  At the High 
Mass, the gifts were 
brought forward by 
congregation members at 
the end of the first hymn 
and arranged by the servers 
on the steps of the altar.  
Our thanks too to those 
who decorated our 
churches so beautifully as 
we give thanks that ‘all is 
safely gathered in.’ 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

We had a really super time 
at our first Macmillan 
Coffee Morning in St John’s 
on Friday 24 September.  Many thanks to all who baked, served, washed up, 
sold raffle tickets or helped in any other way: we raised an excellent £263 to 
support Macmillan’s vital work.  Thank you for your kindness! 
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October 2021 
 
  1 Fri  St Thérèse of Lisieux 
  2 Sat  The Holy Guardian Angels 
 
  3 Sun The Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time (Trinity XVIII) 
  4 Mon St Francis of Assisi 
  5 Tue of Requiem 
  6 Wed St Bruno 
  7 Thu Our Lady of the Rosary 
  8 Fri  of the Holy Angels 
  9 Sat  St Denys and his Companions 
 
10 Sun The Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Trinity XIX) 
11 Mon of the Holy Angels 
12 Tue St Wilfrid of Ripon 
13 Wed St Edward the Confessor 
14 Thu St Callistus 
15 Fri  St Teresa of Avila 
16 Sat  St Margaret Mary Alacoque 
 
17 Sun The Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Trinity XX) 
18 Mon St Luke the Evangelist LM 10am 
19 Tue St Paul of the Cross 
20 Wed Feria 
21 Thu of the Holy Angels 
22 Fri  Feria 
23 Sat  Our Lady on Saturday 
 
24 Sun FEAST OF THE DEDICATION OF THE CHURCH 
25 Mon SS Crispin and Crispinian 
26 Tue SS Chad and Cedd 
27 Wed of the Holy Angels 
28 Thu SS Simon and Jude, Apostles 12 noon LM 
29 Fri  Feria 
30 Sat  Our Lady on Saturday 
 
31 Sun ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY 
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We pray for… 
 
Spiritual seekers 1 
Thanksgiving for our heavenly protectors 2 
 
Our Parish and People 3 
The care of creation 4 
The Departed: Year’s Minds for October 5 
The Carthusian Order 6 
Renewal in our life of prayer 7 
Peace in the world 8 
The Church in France 9 
 
Our Parish and People 10 
Shops and businesses in our parish 11 
Our Deanery of Norwich East 12 
Our Queen and her Government 13 
Persecuted Christians 14 
Carmelites 15 
Deeper devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 16 
 
Our Parish and People 17 
The National Health Service 18 
Vocations to the Religious Life 19 
Pilgrims to the Shrine of Julian of Norwich 20 
The sick and those who care for them 21 
Our musicians and servers 22 
Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham 23 
 
Our Parish and People: Thanksgiving for the house of God 24 
All who work in industry or commerce 25 
Missionary work in our own land 26 
Our Churchwardens and PCC 27 
Norman and Graham, our Bishops 28 
Friends of Julian of Norwich October Retreat 29 
A devout keeping of All Saintstide 30 
 
Our Parish and People: Thanksgiving for the prayers of the Saints 31 
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Walsingham 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

32 members of our Church Family made a day pilgrimage to the Shrine of 
Our Lady of Walsingham on Saturday 18 September.  We enjoyed a super 
day of worship, fellowship, prayer and laughter in England’s Nazareth.  A 
welcome coffee on arrival was followed by our First Visit to the Holy House, 
then with lusty singing we 
made the Stations of the 
Cross in the Shrine garden.  
Solemn Mass at noon (at 
which Fr Richard and Fr 
Peter concelebrated) was 
followed by lunch in the 
Refectory.  We offered our 
own intercessions in the 
Holy House and then 
received the waters of the 
well in Sprinkling, and 
made our Last Visit to the Holy House after Benediction at 4pm.  There was 
plenty of free time during the day – some of us visited the Abbey grounds 
while others ‘hit the shops’, enjoyed the peace of the gardens, explored the 
Shrine or enjoyed a drink in the Norton Room.  At the end of the day there 
was a sizeable gathering at the Bull before we boarded the coach back to 
Norwich, glad to have spent a happy time together at Our Lady’s Shrine. 
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or more than forty years Prisons 
Week has given an opportunity for 
the Christian community, through 

individuals and churches, to pray for the 
needs of all those affected by prisons: 
prisoners and their families, victims of 
crime and their communities, those 
working in the criminal justice system 
and the many people who are involved 
in caring for those affected by crime on 
the inside and outside of our prisons. 
 

Prisons Week raises awareness and generates prayer. It motivates 
volunteers to step forward and give their time and gifts, in prisons and in their 
own communities. It provides an annual focus and reason for Christians to 
work together, building capacity and motivation to make a difference for 
people who are out of sight and often out of mind. 
 

Prisons Sunday – the second Sunday in October – marks the beginning 
of the week of prayer each year, running through until the following Saturday. 
 

Prisons Week began in England and Wales in 1975.  The Prisoners’ 
Week Committee, consisting of Prison Chaplains and other Christians 
involved in work with prisoners and their families, was formed to encourage 
prayer within churches and the wider Christian community for the needs of 
prisoners.  It had its beginnings as a Roman Catholic initiative started by 
Bishop Victor Guazzelli, but quickly gained ecumenical support and became 
an ecumenical observance, receiving the patronage of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, the Archbishop of Westminster, the Archbishop of Wales and the 
Moderator of the Free Churches Group. 

 
There will be two key events in our parish for Prisons Week: 

 

F 
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1. On Sunday 10 October, Prisons Sunday, we welcome as our preacher 
at the 11am High Mass the Venerable James Ridge, Chaplain-General 
of HM Prison Service and Archdeacon of Prisons, the national head of 
the Church of England’s chaplaincy to prisons. 
 

2. On Saturday 16 October, a talk by Jeremy Warren will explore the 
role and work of Prison Chaplaincy.  Entitled ‘A flower of light in a 
field of darkness’, the talk begins at 10.30am in St John’s.  
Refreshments will be served, and the morning will finish in time for 
the noon Mass.  Join us to learn more about this important area of 
Christian presence and ministry. 

 

 

The hand of Christ stretched forth 
A Sermon preached by Fr Richard Stanton, Parish Priest, 
at the High Mass on the Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time: 
Fr Tony Snasdell’s Fifty-Fifth Anniversary of Ordination as a Priest 
26 September 2021 
 
Lections Numbers 11.25-29:  If only the whole people of the Lord were prophets 
 James 5.1-6:  The cries of the reapers have reached the ears of the Lord 
 St Mark 9.38-43, 45, 47-48:  Anyone who is not against us is for us 

 
‘If only the whole people of the Lord were prophets, and the Lord gave his 
Spirit to them all!’  (Numbers 11.29) 
 

f the comments section beneath online news articles has the potential to be 
depressing or disconcerting, so too has their elder sister, the letters page of 
the Church Times.  Turning to it, I read in one letter, ‘The Anglo Catholic 

movement in the Church of England has lost its sense of purpose, and another 
Oxford Movement is needed to reinvigorate the Catholic cause.’  Another 
correspondent writes: ‘The Dean of Liverpool appears to have gone out of his 
way to alienate, even further, the few hardy souls who week by week do their 
part to keep the Anglican Church alive… at a time when it is difficult enough 
to retain people’s interest.’  A third letter discusses the problem of too many 
churches, especially in rural areas, and raising money to repair them: ‘Nobody 
wants to close down churches just for the sake of closing them down.  But I 
for one feel the time has come when the Church of England needs to be 
realistic.’  Another letter discusses ‘the seriousness of the degeneration of  

I 
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Fr Tony, celebrant, with the deacon, subdeacon and servers 
following High Mass on Sunday 26 September 

 
marriage’ and the problems of casual sex, while a fifth highlights the lack of 
assistant clergy and draws attention to ‘how many large parishes there are with 
one priest struggling on alone, longing for someone to share the burden.’ 
 

I should perhaps explain that the edition of the Church Times which I 
was reading was the one for September 30th 1966.  As one hymn puts it, 
‘Nothing changes here.’  In another page of that newspaper, in the list of 
Michaelmas Ordinations, is included the names of those ordained Priest by 
the Bishop of Lincoln in his Cathedral Church the previous weekend: ‘P.H. 
Hillman, T.E. Jones, A. J. Snasdell B.A.’  Those lines of type record the moment 
when Fr Tony ‘received the Holy Ghost for the office and work of a Priest in 
the Church of God’, committed to him by the imposition of the Bishop’s 
hands.  ‘Whose sins thou dost forgive,’ continued the Bishop, ‘they are 
forgiven; and whose sins thou dost retain, they are retained.  And be thou a 
faithful dispenser of the Word of God, and of his holy Sacraments.’ 
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We give thanks today that Fr Tony has indeed for 55 years been a 
‘faithful dispenser of the Word of God, and of his holy Sacraments’, that 
through a lifetime’s service of God and his People Father has, in the words of 
the Ordinal, been a messenger, watchman and steward of the Lord ‘to teach 
and to premonish, to feed and provide for the Lord’s family; to seek for Christ’s 
sheep that are dispersed abroad, and for his children who are in the midst of 
this naughty world, that they may be saved through Christ for ever.’  But, as 
the Psalmist says, ‘not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy Name give 
the praise’, and so we rejoice not just in the faithfulness of Fr Tony and other 
priests like him who have persevered in their calling and have been spared to 
do so, but in the faithfulness of the Lord ‘from one generation to another’, 
beyond and despite our own schemes and plans, our own ambitions and 
hopes, our own fears, shame and secret faults.  Well did we sing as we began 
the Mass today: 
 
 Pride of man and earthly glory, 
 Sword and crown betray his trust; 
 What with care and toil he buildeth, 
 Tower and temple, fall to dust. 
 But God’s power, 
 Hour by hour, 
 Is my temple and my tower. 
 

Father, you will have known, as we all 
have, times when what you have built with toil 
and care seems to have fallen to dust, when 
you or I feel ‘I have laboured for nothing and 
vanity.’  The forty-third psalm, so associated 
with preparation for the Eucharist, is searingly 
honest in its confrontation with struggle and 
difficulty: ‘Thou art the God of my strength, 
why hast thou put me from thee: and why go I so heavily, while the enemy 
oppresseth me?’  Such questions are a natural and normal part of the spiritual 
life as we seek the face of God in a world where so often, in 2021 no less than 
in 1966, it seems that God is absent, that the Church is failing, that I am weary 
and alone.  But the psalm goes on: ‘O send out thy light and thy truth, that 
they may lead me: and bring me unto thy holy hill, and to thy dwelling.  And 
that I may go unto the altar of God, even unto the God of my joy and gladness.’  
For there, amid and beyond all the other activity of fifty-five years’ priesthood, 
is the secret of strength and the source of gladness: the faithful, patient and 
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regular leading of the People of God to the altar of God, and leading not only 
those who will come but those who will not, bearing them on your heart, as 
Michael Ramsey put it, like Aaron who put on the breastplate glittering with 
jewels to represent the tribes of Israel, and so bore them into the presence of 
God when he entered the Holy of Holies. 
 

For although we give thanks today particularly for one man’s share in 
the ministerial priesthood, a share which has been enlivened and empowered 
not least by the support and care of a devoted and Christian wife, our 
thanksgiving is really for the whole Priestly People of God, that is all the 
baptised, and today’s celebration recalls us once more to our identity as ‘a 
chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order 
that you may proclaim the mighty works of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvellous light.’  In today’s first reading, when Eldad and 
Medad were prophesying in the camp, and some wished to stop them (as also 
the disciples in today’s Gospel wished to stop someone casting out devils in 
the name of Jesus), Moses cried out, ‘If only the whole people of the Lord were 
prophets, and the Lord gave his Spirit to them all!’  This prayer is fulfilled, in 
one way, in the gift of the Pentecost, because the Holy Spirit has been poured 
out on the Church to enable all of us who have been grafted into Christ to 
share in his prophetic, priestly and royal identity, an identity and a call upon 
each of us which is renewed at every Mass when we re-present at the altar 
what God has done and is doing in us and for us through Jesus Christ in his 
life, death and resurrection. 
 

Father, today we thank God for every ‘cup of water’ which you have 
given another to drink through 55 years of your share in the Priesthood of 
Jesus Christ.  We thank God that you have led many to encounter not the 
rotten, corroded, moth-eaten wealth which St James condemned in our 
second reading, but that true pearl of great price which is the kingdom of God.  
We thank God that he has made you an instrument of his pardon and peace, 
to help us hasten on towards attaining his promises.  We thank God that you 
have persevered, even when the Church and the world have been unkind, 
even when they have failed to run with anything locomotive precision, even 
when you yourself have felt discouraged and weary.  We thank God for every 
Mass, every baptism, confession, marriage and Christian funeral, by which 
grace, freely given, has been channelled into human lives.  And we thank God 
for the wisdom and humility which helps you and us to recognise that these 
are gifts which come despite us as much as because of us, because we recall 
those wonderful words of St John Chrysostom in his book On the Priesthood: 
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‘When you see a priest offering the Sacrifice, do not think of it as if it were he 
that is doing this; it is the hand of Christ invisibly stretched forth.  For the 
priestly office is indeed discharged on earth, but it ranks amongst heavenly 
ordinances; and very naturally so: for neither man, nor angel, nor archangel, 
nor any other created power, but the Paraclete himself, instituted this 
vocation, and persuaded men while still abiding in the flesh to represent the 
ministry of angels.’ 
 

 

Judging and healing 
A Sermon preached by Fr Richard Stanton, Parish Priest, 
at the High Mass on the Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time: 
5 September 2021 
 

Lections Isaiah 35.4-7:  The tongues of the dumb sing for joy 
 James 2.1-5:  It is those who are poor that God chose 
 St Mark 7.31-37:  He makes the deaf hear and the dumb speak 

 
‘You have turned yourselves into judges, and corrupt judges at that.’  (James 
2.4) 
 

rriving home on Thursday after the midday Mass, I gathered up the post 
and took it upstairs – I hasten to add, for those unfamiliar with the 
house, this is because the sitting room is on the first floor, not because 

I go to bed at lunchtime.  The usual mixture one expects at the Rectory: a 
returned Friends of Julian newsletter, a card, a letter, a bill for the parish, a 68 
page catalogue consisting entirely of rosaries, and a large package addressed 
to the Seventh Day Adventist Church.  Surely some mistake.  What the 
postman thinks goes on in the Rectory, who knows, but I imagine they rapidly 
learn to take most things in their stride.  Putting the post to one side, I made 
some lunch and then, as I often do thanks to the miracles of modern 
technology, rewound the BBC one o’clock news to find out what was 
happening in the world. 
 

The headline caught my attention: ‘There are “shocking failings” and 
“blatant hypocrisy” in the way major UK religious groups handle child sex 
abuse allegations, an inquiry has found.’  The report went on: ‘The 
Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse (IICSA) said some religious 
organisations in England and Wales were “morally failing” children.  It 
examined evidence from 38 groups, including those from Christianity, 

A 
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Orthodox Judaism and Islam.  Leaders discouraged reporting abuse to protect 
reputations, the report found.  It said the religious leaders also blamed victims 
for their abuse, and relied on religious dogma when responding to allegations.  
The report, which follows on from inquiries into the Catholic and Anglican 
Churches, comes after several weeks of public hearings held last year in which 
victims of abuse gave evidence.’ 
 

This was the sixteenth report published in the same inquiry in three 
and a half years, and, as one commentator pointed out, ‘with each one the 
colossal scale and destructive force of child sexual abuse within British society 
is revealed.  There is barely a corner of this country’s institutional, cultural or 
spiritual life untarnished…  Wherever the inquiry has looked, it has found.  
Religious organisations exist with an explicit purpose to teach right from 
wrong, but the authors of today's report suggest that only heightens the “moral 
turpitude” of their “egregious” failure in protecting children from harm.  The 
inquiry suggests several reasons. Top of the list: victim-blaming, shame and 
honour, a sense that the abuse is somehow the child’s own fault.  The report 
also suggests that in some religious settings, the concept of “forgiveness” is 
misused, to silence the abused and to justify not reporting abusers’ terrible 
crimes.’ 
 

In about a year’s time, the inquiry will publish its final overarching 
report, analysing the vast wealth of data and evidence gathered concerning 
all sorts of institutions and organisations in our society, and of course we 
already know it will be a very sobering read.  And only yesterday another 
serving parish priest of the Church of England was sent to prison for six and a 
half years for child abuse. 
 

It’s evident from the portion of the letter of St James which we heard 
for the epistle this morning that since the earliest days of the Church those 
who are trying to follow in the way of Jesus Christ have always needed help 
to see where they are falling short of their high calling and where they are 
descending into error.  In the case about which James is concerned, which 
must surely be addressing a concrete situation which had come to his 
attention, the problem concerned making distinctions between ‘classes of 
people’ based on wealth or status in a way that would surely make us cringe 
even as surely as we can recognise that kind of activity still instinctively at 
work among us today. ‘Can’t you see,’ said James, ‘that you have used two 
different standards in your mind, and turned yourselves into judges, and 
corrupt judges at that?’ 
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Again and again in the Gospels, 
Jesus highlights the way in which the 
world thinks, the way in which the 
world behaves, and emphasises to his 
friends: ‘It must not be so among you.’  
And yet, because we only have the 
world from which to draw the friends of 
Christ, our life as disciples is a constant 
and persistent process of trying to shed 
the duplicity, the double-mindedness, 
the vacillation which dogs us.  St Paul 
analysed this inner conflict in his letter 
to the Romans in powerful language 
which surely resonates with us all: ‘I do 
not understand my own actions.  For I 
do not do what I want, but I do the very 
thing I hate...  I do not do the good I 
want, but the evil I do not want is what 
I do...  So I find it to be a law that when 
I want to do what is good, evil lies 
close at hand.  Wretched man that I 
am!’ 
 

And so say all of us.  The 
Church is, after all, not simply a society of saints but a hospital for sinners, 
and Jesus called ‘blessed’ those who know their need of God.  That’s why, 
and the joke bears repeating, when people tell me they don’t come to church 
because it’s full of hypocrites, I tell them that there is always room for one 
more.  Nevertheless, our hypocrisy should be something which we are 
actively striving to overcome, not just as individuals but collectively as a 
Church, and because the Church is composed of flesh-and-blood people like 
you and me, that means the change needs to begin with us even as surely as 
it also needs to be worked out in the life of the institution and the hierarchy. 
 

It’s worth saying that in this church we take matters of safeguarding 
seriously and we want to treasure and honour all who come here, and our 
Safeguarding Officer, Sue Bisley (who is also the Master of Ceremonies this 
morning), is always ready to receive, but not investigate, allegations of abuse 
or concerns about our practice, and refer them to the appropriate channels.  
In her absence you can speak to the Churchwardens or, if you think it 
appropriate, with me.  We have a clear safeguarding policy which the PCC 

Fr John Fellows, deacon, 
honours the Book of the Gospels 

with incense at High Mass on 
Sunday 12 September 
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adopts annually, of which copies are displayed in both churches and on our 
website.  We are always learning and we expect to make more improvements.  
There is no place for cover-ups, no place for excuses, no place for denial, but 
together we who are seeking Jesus Christ will know the truth, and the truth 
will make us free. 
 

The Church is not the only organisation which needs to wrestle 
seriously with this problem; as I said earlier, many institutions which together 
make up the fabric of our society will have to reckon with their past (and their 
present) before the current inquiry is concluded.  But I would suggest that this 
should all matter particularly to us who are Christians for reasons which are 
theological, reasons which go right to the heart of our faith, since we believe 
that the eternal Son of the Father took flesh and dwelt among us so that we 
might, as he said, ‘have life, and have it more abundantly.’  All that denigrates 
the image of Christ in other people, all that robs others of their capacity to 
receive that abundant life, is to be rejected, even as we seek from the Lord the 
gift for which the psalmist prayed: ‘Give thy servant an understanding heart.’  
To deal, in the last analysis, with this problem, we need understanding hearts, 
hearts like the Sacred Heart of Jesus which, says one prayer, ‘was moved with 
compassion for all who had gone astray and with indignation for all who had 
suffered wrong.’ 
 

The ‘glorious liberty’ and joy which characterises the coming of the 
Messiah as Isaiah foretold it in the first reading, a reading familiar to us from 
the season of Advent and using striking imagery which we will also encounter 
in the last hymn this morning, is recognised by St Mark in the activity of Jesus, 
who he describes in today’s Gospel as bringing healing and wholeness. 
 

We pray, rightly, that he would also unstop our eyes and unseal our 
tongues, that we may recognise him in his redeeming work and tell of his 
glory, but moreover we pray that we and all who confess his name may have 
the valuable gift of which St James spoke: the faith which is true wealth and 
the love which is authentic.  As James challenged his readers, so he challenges 
us too to recognise the real values which shape our actions, the real priorities 
which govern our behaviour, and where we find them to be wanting not to 
panic, not to bewail, but simply and bravely to bring them into the light of 
Christ.  Such simplicity and bravery will have the consequences of which we 
sang in our first hymn: 
 

Before his cross for guidance kneel; 
his light will judge and, judging, heal. 
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Fr Edwin brings in the 
cake, complete with 
fizzing fountains, on Fr 
Tony’s 55th anniversary 
of Ordination, Sunday 
26 September 
Photo: Jeremy Warren 

WORSHIP WITH US 
 

We warmly welcome you. 
 

Sundays 9am Low Mass St Julian’s 
 11am High Mass and Sermon St John’s 
 6pm Evensong (said) St John’s 
 

Weekdays 
The Mass Monday 10am St Julian’s 
 Tuesday 12 noon St John’s 
 Wednesday 10am St Julian’s 
 Thursday 12 noon St John’s 
 Friday 5pm St Julian’s 
 Saturday 12 noon St John’s 
 

The Rosary Monday 10.30am St Julian’s 
 

Morning Prayer Tuesday to Saturday 8.30am St Julian’s 
 

Evening Prayer Tuesday to Saturday 6pm St Julian’s 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) 
   Confessions may be heard at any time 

by arrangement with the Parish Priest 
 

St John’s and St Julian’s are both open daily for prayer, quiet and 
visiting.  The Blessed Sacrament is reserved on the High Altar of both 
churches for the Communion of the Sick and the devotion of the 
faithful. 
 

We warmly welcome enquiries about baptisms and weddings. 
We will be pleased to help you in any way we can. 
 
 
 

 stjohnstimberhill.org   
  

 stjohnthebaptisttimberhill 


